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ABSTRACT 



Discouraged and dissatisfied with their students’ responses 
to a compilation of Arthurian legends, two ninth-grade teachers developed an 
approach to teaching the legends that exposes students to numerous versions 
(including those written and illustrated for children) of the legends and 
allows them to pick their own Arthurian legend for reading and study. 
Activities include reading and summarizing the stories in small groups,* 
two-column notetaking; journal writing; creation of coats of arms; production 
of a poster on a medieval period topic,* viewing the film "Ladyhawke"; 
discussion of discrepancies among the retellings of the Arthurian legends,* 
and a summary discussion. (Appendixes present numerous lists of books, 
reading materials, activity sheets, instructions for various activities, and 
a vocabulary list.) (RS) 
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For several years we have been discouraged and dissatisfied with the student’s 
response to Malory’s compilation of the Arthurian legends. It seemed to us that the 
spontaneity ^ adventune^ uniqueness, ot the characters^ depth of r elationships,' and the 
majesty of the quest were lost in the shadows of difficult language and religious 
allusions, from which students seem remeved. We. have dev eloped an approac h to 
teaching the legends that exposes students to numerous versions (including those 
beautifully written and illustrated for children) of the legends and allows them to pick 
their awn Arthurian legencLfor reading. and. study. 

I. Spend two full days in small groups reading children’s Arthurian stories (see 
Appendix A). For each story the group will summarize the plot in one paragraph and 
develop a list of the values conveyed. The group will also develop a list of 

discovering the characteristics of a medieval romance.) 

II. Present students with the criteria for a medieval romance; narration, spontaneous 
fighting, supreme love, quest, aimless adventure/wandering, lighthearted tone, 
chivalric code, courtly love, fantasy and mystery. Medieval romances are tales of 
adventure in which knights^ kings^ or distr^RSfid l adies, acting, under the. impulse of 
love, religious faith or the mere desire for adventure, are the chief figures. Structurally 
the medieval romance follows the loose pattern of the quest. Usually the protagonist 
sets, out on e|Qurney to. accomplish some goat - rescue a^maiden,. meet a_challenge, 
obey a kingly command, seek the holy grail. On this journey he encounters numerous 
adventures.,, many of them un related to his original quest axcept that thqy impede.him 

III. Distribute Appendix B (Who was Arthur) for 2 column note taking ( Encourage 
students to highlight main ideas for the main idea column.) From their notes (in their 
own words) students will write a one page summary - practice for research writing. 
Students, will use this information for selecting, and. understanding. the nov.ela.they 
choose to read and report on. (See appendix C and D for suggestions.) 

IV. In their journals students will develop a list of rules that they believe an honorable 
person follows. Distribute Appendices E & F - Code of Chivalry and Rules. In their 
journals students will create a_Venn Diagr am that compares and contrast thfiir rules 
with those of Medieval times. In small groups students will share their modern day 
code of chivalry and will develop a group list of 10 rules. Each group receives a large 
piece of paper on which they write and post their rules. 

\I^ In. tha sama groups. students, will wcita comments, on each otheL’s_lists_(called 
“carousel brainstorming” activity). 

VI. At the end of this activity, explain to the students that knights had to follow and 
enforce the rules that governed knightly behavior. Their coat of arms was a visual 
representation oi their faith,. family^ loyalty,. achiavements_and personal, character. 
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To prepare students for creating their own coat of arms, have students outline each 
other. 

Fanh student Will decorate his/her own body in aimanner that distinguishes 
each student as an individual. This may include objects, background, and clothing 
choices. The purpose of this activity is to show how clothing and accessories can be 
expressions-of i ndividual ity as.a.cQatof arms, waa to. a knight Distributo coat of arms 
activity - Appendix G. 

VII. From the following iist of medievai period topics ( musics and dance, daily life of 
women, home, children, food, work, clothing, amusements, punishments, church and 
faith weapons), students will work, in pairsto research one topic, and create an 
informative poster. (See Appendix H for brief information on topics - appropriate for 
students wba needlresearcli assistance.) 

VIII. Class will view movie Ladyhawke. and complete activity Appendix I. 

IX^ Teacher di.«;trihiite.s slSXR grict each grtocQntaining.questiQnsbased on factsf rom 
the research posters. Students find answers by questioning their peers. Each grid wiii 
be filled to with the artswer a nd t he name-of-tbestudeot who knows the ar^swer. 

Names cannot appear more than twice. Each pair wili briefly present their poster to 
the class. Each presentation will include the reason for the topic choice, how the topic 
wasreseachedL- and the most interesting facts found Display cmts of arms and 
posters for gallery viewing. 

X. In their journals students will fill in with examples from their individual reading a 2 
column list with the headings - “Medievai Rules” and “Examples.” This activity will 
spr yA tn kftpp students f ocused on the valui^Qf knightly behavior demonstrated in the 
actions of the characters in their books. 

XI. Collect book reports and games. In small groups students will read a one page 
summary of their novei and as a group create a iist of discrepancies among the novels 
to the retelling, of the legend Class discussio n follows, to respond to these questions: 
What is the purpose of a legend? (imparting cuiturai values and building national 
pride) Why are there differences in the stories? What does this convey about the 
legend of King Arthur? (If appropriate, reflect on study of heroes and Odysseus.) 

XIL “Here lies Arthur - king, once and king.that will he” - A& a. summary discussion - 
class will consider what problems Arthur would face should he return today and how 
he would deal with these situations. To prepare for this discussion have students 
collect data from the news media for 5 days. For each entry students will record who, 
what, where, when, why and how. If time permits, these stories can be placed in 
categodes.to make the discussion more focused and practical. 
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Depending on what unit will follow, the class is now prepared to develop a list of 
characteristics thaLdescribe-tba ideal leader. 
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« Canick, Donald. f/flrflW and the Giant Knight 
Clarion, 1982. Grades 2-4. 



of chivaln- and gallant deeds is seen in tins ston- about a peasant 
marauding knights imiil tlie}- find on ingenious wa}- to 



9 Fradon, Dana. Harold the Herald: A Book about Heraldry 
Dutton. 1990. Grades 2-7. ' 



Once asain. the author of oV" D/7/7(.7--4 A7/^'^//'/' '^nhj r,-.- t- i i i i , 

tiiis tiine a iaiking suit of annor'tells abouUhe life and duti^^ of a lieraid!” 



9 Geixai'd, Ro}-. Sir Cedric. 
Fairai', 1984' Grades 1-5. 



Aluiough Sir Cedric is not one of Iving .Aithui's men. he might have been. Tliis amusino ballad of hi^ 

''''' ‘S e.^tende'd tluougli e.rquisiii}- derailed iliustrations. 



ach in pageantry. 






lavishly illustrated tale; tire same author and artist 
lasliiontrd an cicgant rencution Ot t^iv (Jowovi cukI the ijveeu Kiii^hi. 



* Kitchen Knight: A Tale of Kin^ 

-•“I# lli tL-i • ^ J ^ 

Holiday, 1990. Grades 3-6. 
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The Historical Arthur 
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We can be fairly certmn that, sometime around the late fifth to eiuly sixth centuries, a powerful man named 
Artliur lived in what is now England. He was not, however, a king, much less a king of all Britain. The 
liistorical Arthur, a Romanized Briton named .\rtorius. was a wai' general (dux bellorum) who lived around 
500 AD. 

Wien the Roman troops pulled out of the British Isles in 449. they left behind a cultm e which had been, to a 
significant degree, Romanized. Since the prominent power in the region was gone, the fate of Britain was up 
in the air-free for the taking. 

The Danes began harrying the British country'side and the eastern shores. The native Britons invited the 
Saxons, a group from what is now northern France and Gennany, to use the eastern shores for part of the ye;u' 
for fishing, etc. The Britons had hoped that an alliance with the Saxons, who were much stronger militarily, 
would protect them. 



The first Saxons to enter Britain were Horst and Hengist in the 450-460’s. They brought warriors to defend 
the coast, and scxm began to settle pennanently. Tliis brought about tensions between the Britons and the 
Saxons, and many small skirmishes were fought as the Saxons began spreading over tlie eastern part of 
Britain. 

The Britons and the Saxons sent their leaders to resolve the situation. They met in a large tent, and staggered 
themselves around the table so that every other person was a Briton, or a Saxon. On a signal, each Saxon 
pulled a dagger and killed the Briton to his left. With tliis slaughter of their leaders, the Britons were thown 
into tunnoil. The Saxons, on the other hand, continued to grow more pow-eiful. 

Then, sometime aroimd 480, a cavaliy leader named Artorius began to make raids on the Saxon villages. 

•At tliis time, neither the Britons nor the Sa.xons had a long bow. and annor, steel, and horses were scarce. For 
the first time, though, tlie cavalry of Artorius made use of a new invention— the stirrup. Before the stirrup w-as 
invented, mountecl soldiers were unable to brace themselves except by the force of their legs. Once a nioiuited 
m;m could brace his feet, he could put much more power and accuracy beliind a blow. Mounted cavalry were 
now able to rout fai' laiger armies of foot soldiers. There is historiciil evidence of a battle, fought in Gaul, in 
wliich six mounted men with stirrups routed an aniiy of two thousand foot soldiers. 

Artorius' cavaliy began to raid Saxon villages, camping a few miles from the village, then charging in without 
warning in a lightning raid. They burned the Saxons' c'rops and houses, easily haiidled the defenders, and tlien 
returned to camp, safely out of reach of Saxon foot pursuit. These raids were imecjuivocably successful, and 
greatly diminished Saxon power, although they were never chiven off die island. A twenty-yeai' peace 
followed, probably from about 500-520, which was known as the ’‘Pax .Arthuiiana”-the Peace of Arthur. Tliis 
peace led to the later conception of this period as a Goklen .Age. and gave rise to the legend of “King Arthur 
king of iUl Britain.” 

One final bit of trivia: How can we be sure Arthur actually existed in tliis period? Sometimes answers come 
from the most common sources-before 520. according to baptismal lecords. haidly anyone was named 
.Arthur, or a derivative of Arthur. After 520, a very large number of boys named .Arthur suddenly appeal' in the 
baptismal records, arciunstantial, you say? Certainly. But also convincing. 
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There is an introduction to current theories about the Holy Grail written by 
Jihris Thornborrow. This is the abstract: 

This article is a collection of theories concerning the Holy Grail 
and what it could be. The confusion arises because the word Grail 
is derived from the word graal which first appeared in turn of the 
first millenium (A.D.) prose and poetry. There is no confusion 
over the meaning of the word Graal, which was a dish or platter 
brought to the table at various stages during a meal. However, the 
things that the graal or grail has come to represent has changed 
from story to story throughout the words history. The first story 
in which the word appears was written by Chretien de Troyes - "Le 
Conte del Graal". Chretiens story was almost certainly based on 
an earlier one, but it is unknown what his actual source was or 

his meaning of the word Graal. Chretien did not finish his story 
and continuations and rewrites of the story are then free to 
embellish and invent as much as the authors saw fit. Now the Grail 
represents many different things to many different people. No one 
meaning seems to explain all the strange events in the Grail 
stories. The reader will not fmd a definitive answer. Nor will he 
read all theories as some are obscure and not yet encountered in 
Hptail hv thn author. 

Who was Arthur ? 

This is a very complicated question. There is no known answer. The 
historical Arthur is shrouded in the mists of the Dark Ages. The best 
description of what we know and do not know about Arthur is to be found in 

the introduction to: 

The Encyclopaedia of Arthurian Legend , Ronan Coghlan (91) 

What Is certain is that Arthur was NOT a medieval King. The modern images of 
knights in plate armour and a grand castle called Camelot are not histonca 
at all. We know very little historically speaking but Arthur was probably a 
5th century warrior cheiftain who protected his peoples from invaders for a 
time. The battle of Camlan is probably connected to Arthur. More than this 
is pure conjecture, though there is an awful lot of conjecture. 

A more modern approach to the question "Who was Arthur ?" might say that 
history is irrelevant and that the mythology surrounding the legend is more 
Important. Even mythology is complex though and Arthur changes in stories 
a God-like Celtic King, through to a deflated early medieval monarch 
ERJC inally in modern times, to an ordinary man with an extra-ordinarily 

in 






Camelot itself is, by some, believed to be at the site of Cadbury castle. 

Irhis is a small village in Somerset some 1 5 or so miles south of 
^Glastonbury. All that remains today is a ringed hillfort with evidence of a 
^arge castle inside the outer walls. There have been some extensive 
excavations of the site, and there are detailed reports of the 
archaeological dig available. This dig was undertaken by the Pendragon 
Society. From Cadbury you can see, on a clear day, the Glastonbury Tor. Once 
again though, there is no definitive answer to this. 



What Avalon ? 



Avalon is the place Arthur is said to have been taken to when he was dieing, 
to be healed. There are lots of theories as to where Avalon might actually 
have been. Some say it was not a geographical place, but a euphemism for the 
otherworld. Of those that claim Avalon to have a modern geographical 
equivalent, the most usual claim is Glastonbury. 

Is the Grave at Glastonbury Genuine ? 

In recent years the Arthurian legends have become very popular. 

One of the more intriguing aspects of the Arthurian legends deals 
with the disappearance or death of King Arthur. In many accounts 
of the Arthurian legends. King Arthur was taken to the Isle of 

Avalon to be healed, but what happened to him after reaching the 
island remains a mystery. Some people say he lies in a cave 
awaiting the day he is once again needed. Others say King Arthur 
was taken to Avalon and he died there. If this is true, surely his 
remains were buried in or around the island of Avalon. Some 
scholars believe that Arthur was indeed buried at Avalon, which, 
according to these scholars, is now known as Glastonbury. In 1190 
monks at the Glastonbury abbey produced a tomb and a cross that 
they claimed belong to the late King Arthur. Since that time some 
doubt has arisen about the validity of this claim. 

Who was the Fisher King ? 

The Fisher King is generally seen as the keeper of the Grail. He is 
sometimes called the Rich Fisher/Angler. He might be an avatar of the Welsh 
hero/god Bran the Blessed. The Fisher king is the wounded occupant of the 
Grail Castle in Chretien de Troyes's Perceval as well as in other works. The 
nature of the Fisher King's wound varies, but is generally seen as some form 
of castration or other loss of fertility. In the various versions of the 
Perceval Saga, Perceval sees a procession while at the Grail Castle, but 
ER?C° questions despite his curiosity. P. later discovers that if he 
sfe^isked his questions, he would have discovered that the Fisher King was 



There may be one near contemporary Reference to Arthur in the poem Gododdin 
(A.D. 600) which tells of a hero who although valiant was not as valiant as 
Arthur. This may be a case of interpolation. The earliest undisputed 
reference to Arthur occurs in the Historia Brittonum by Nennius (A.D. 800) 
which left enough time for fact to mix with fancy. 



Who are the main Characters and when Did they First Appear ? 



Arthur 

Gododdin epic, Attributed to Anerin (there is evidence of later 
additions), C. AD600 explicitly mentions Arthur. Geoffrey of Monmouth 
sets his reign at AD455 - 470. 

Guinevere 

Life of Gildas, Caradoc, ADI 130 mentions her simply as "Arthur's 
Wife...", The Mabinogion names her ( and three other queens) as 
Gwenhwyfar. 

Merlin 

History of the Kings of Britain, Geoffrey of Monmouth ADI 136. Called 
"Myrddin" Geoffrey introduces Arthur's birth at Merlin's contrivance at 
Tintagel. He also attributes Merlin with the feat of moving Stonehenge. 
Mordred 

first called "Medraut" in the Annales Cambriae attributed to Nenius 
(10th C.) 

Morgan le Fey 

History of the Kings of Britain, Geoffrey of Monmouth ADI 136. She is a 
benign healer who looks after Arthur. 

Excalibur 

Mentioned only as "the sword in the stone" by de Boron cl 200 
Round Table 

Mentioned by Wace in "Romance of Brutis" in 1155 in his Old French 
"translation" of Geoffrey of Monmouth. 

Camelot 

Chretien, 1160 - 80 first names Camelot. The site was thought to be 
Cadbury Castle by Leyland 1 542, modern thought has it at South Cadbury 
where an archeological dig was held in 1 966 - 67. See Alcock, L. 
"Arthur's Britain" or "By South Cadbury, is that Camelot?" by the same 
author. 

Avalon 

Celtic myth in the 1 st C AD has a banished god asleep in a cave on a 



western isle. The Bretons introduced the concept of Arthur's 
immortality and may be responsible for the name Avalon. 

Galahad, Lancelot, etc (who named them all) 

Taliesin names the older companions in the 1 0th C. He forshadows the 
Grail Quest in "The Spoils of Annwfn". The Company of the Round Table 
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King Arthur Book Titles 



Idyllaaf thaKing. 

Camelot 

The Crystal Cave 
Tha Hollow Hilla 
The Last Enchantment 
The Wicked Day 

A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court 

l\4arlln- Drearrva 

Child of the Northern Spring 

Quaea of tha Summer Stars . 

Guinevere: The Legend in Autumn 

The Acts of King Arthur and his Knights 

Taliesia 

Arthur 

R/Lerlia 

Pendragon 

Camelot- 

Merlin and the Dragons 
Black Horses for the King 

A Broken Sword; A Novel of the Return of King Arthur 
The Forever King 

The Child Queen: The Tale of Guenever and King Arthur 

Excalibur 

Le Morte D’ Arthur 

Tha Eloaiita Camlann 

The Sword and the Circle 

The Light Beyond the Forest 

Sword at Sunset 

The Lantern Bearers 

The Road to Avalon 

Tha Sword- in thaStona 

The Book of Merlin 

Thatiawk-’aGrey-Featlier 

Guinevere 

Tha Chessboard Quean- 
Guinevere Evermore 
Tha Sixer 

The Book of Brendan 
F xc ai ibu r 

The Last Pendragon 
Winter of Magic’s Return 
Tomorrow’s Magic 
Ficelotd 
Beloved Exile 
Tha Last Rainbow 

Invitation to Camelot ( an anthology of stories) 

Hawk of May 
Kingdom of Summer 
In. Winter' s Shadow 

tKLC 1 9 



Tennyson 
Tennyson 
Mary Stewart 
Mary. Stewart 
Mary Stewart 
Mary Stewart 
Mark Twain 
Peter Dickinson 
Persia Wooley 
Persia. Wooley 
Persia Wooley 
John Steinbeck 
Stephen Lawhead 
Stephen Lawhead 
Stephen Lawhead 
Stephen Lawhead 
JaneYolen 
Jane Yolen 
Anne McCaffrey 
Molly Cochran 
Molly Cochran 
Nancy McKenzie 
Carol Heyer 
Thomas Mallory 
Rosemary Sulci Iff 
Rosemary Sutcllff 
Rosemary Sutcllff 
Rosemary Sutcllff 
Rosemary Sutcllff 
Joan Wolf 
T.H, White 
T. H. White 
Patricia. Kennealy 
Sharan Newman 
Sharan Newman 
Sharan Newman 
Robert Nalhan 
Ann Curry 

Sanders- Anna Lauhenthal 
Robert Rice 
Pamela F. Service 
Pamela F. Service 
Parka Godwin 
Parke Godwin 
Parka Godwin 
Parke Godwin 
Gillian Bradshaw 
Gillian Bradshaw 
GUkstn Bradshaw 
Thomas Berger 






King Arthur novels Final Assignment 

Complete both activities 



1 . In a. welL davelopecLflva paragraph essa^i with spedfiaexampleaand-cetenences, 
please prove that your novel is a medieval romance. Begin with a shortened version of 

transitions between these paragraphs, describe three of the categories of a medieval 
romance, with examples from the novel that illiiRtratfl thfififi t hree categories The 
categories are supreme love, chivalry, spontaneous fighting, aimless adventure, quest, 
hierarchy,, magic, and. fantasy,_narratiion. 



2. Create a board game which reflects the novel’s plot. This board game needs to have 
the. title of your book on iC musLptrovide clear i nstructions for the g ame along with the 
appropriate age level of those playing the game, and be housed in a board game box 
sathaLnoneol the pieces, will become lost Be cr eative and colorful 1 1 We will spend 
time in clase playing, these gamee 



Summary of Kina Arthur Novel 

Plea^ comple^ a. one. p^e. summaty of your novet’a ploL For all QenecaL statements, 
provide a specific reference or example from the novel. These summaries will be used 
twice. 



t-You will us e the summary, for a_smalL grou p activity in. oia-«t-»g as-we-loak for 
discrepencies and differences among all of the novels read. 

2^ You. will use_the summaty as.pailcif your final essay on the navel thaLyoiLceacL 



* Thotf Shalt believe- all the- clwFeh- teaches- an4 observe- all its 
directions 

* Thoo shalt defence the church 

* Thou shalt respect all weaknesses and shalt constitute thyself the 
defender of them 

* Thou shalt love the country in which thou wast born 

* Thou shalt not recoil before thine enemy 

* Thou shalt make war against the Infidel without cessation and without 
mercy 

* Thou shalt perform scrupulosuly the feudal duties, if they be not 
contrary to the laws of God 

* Thou shalt never lie and remain faithful to thy pledged word 

* Thou shalt be generous and give largesse (?) to everyone 

* Thou shalt be everywhere and always the champion of the Right and Good 
and the foe of Injustice and Evil 
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INTERDISCIPUlNARYiSTUDY 






Codes of Honor 
Legends of Arthur 
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Honor and loyalty were the ideals, and so- 
called courdy love the presiding genius. 
Courtly love required its disciple to be in a 
chronically amorous condition, and largesse 
^vas the necessary accompaniment. 

Prowess ^v'as not mere talk, for the function 
of physical violence required real stamina. To 
fight on horseback or foot wearing 55 pounds 
of plate armor, to gi\ e and receive blows with 
sword or batde-ax that could cleave a skull or 
slice off a limb at a stroke, to spend half of life 
in the saddle through all w^eathers and for 
davs at a time, w’as not a w'eakling's work. 

Loyaln-, meaning the pledged word, was 
chivalry's fulcrum. The extreme emphasis 
given to it derived from the time when a 
pledge between lord and vassal was the only 
form of government. A knight who broke his 
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by Barbara Tuchman 

C hivalry w^as a moral system governing 
the whole of noble life. It developed 
at the same time as the great cru- 
sades of the 12th century as a code intended 
to fuse the religious and martial spirits and 
somehow* bring the fighting man into accord 
wath Christian theory. A moral gloss was need- 
ed that would allow the Church to tolerate 
the w’arriors in good conscience and the w^ar- 
riors to pursue their own values in spiritual 
comfort. A code evolved that put the knight’s 
sword arm in the serrice of justice, right, 
piet\’, the Church, the wido\v, the orphan, and 
the oppressed. 

Chivalry developed its own principles. 
Prow^ess, that combinauon of courage, 
strength, and skill, w^as the prime essential. 
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oath was charged w*ith "treason” for betraring 
the order of knighthood. The concept of loy- 
alty did not preclude treachery or the most 
egregious trickery as long as no knightly oath 
\\as broken. 

Chivalry was regarded as a universal order 
of all Christian knights, a trans-national class 
moved by a single ideal, much as Marxism 
later regarded all workers of the world. It was 
a military guild in which 
all knights w^ere 
theoretically 
brothers. a 
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In the performance of his 
function, the knight must be 
prepared, as John of Salisbury 
wTote, “to shed your blood for 
your brediren— and, if needs 
must, to lay down your life.” 

Fighting filled the noble’s 
need of something to do, a way 
to exert himself. It was his substi- 
tute for work. His leisure time 
was spent chiefly in hunting, 
otherwise in games of chess, 
backgammon, and dice, in 
songs, dances, pageants, and 
other entertainments. Long 
winter evenings were occupied 
listening to the recital of inter- 
minable verse epics. The sword offered the 
workless noble an acti\ity with a purpose, one 
that could bring him honor, status, and, if he 
was lucky, gain. If no real conflict was at hand, 
he sought tournaments, the most exciting, 
expensive, ruinous, and delightful activity of 
the noble class. 

Tournaments started without rules or lists 
as an agreed-upon clash of opposing units. 
Though justified as training exercises, the 
impulse was the love of fighting. 

If tournaments were an acting-out of 
chivalry, courdy love was its dreamland. Courdy 
love was understood by its contemporaries to 
be love for its own sake, romantic love, true 
love, physical love, un associated with property 
or family, and consequendy focused on anoth- 
er man’s wife, since only such an illicit liaison 
could have no other aim but love alone. 



As its Justificadon, courdy love was con- 
sidered to ennoble a man, to improve him in 
every way. It would make him concerned to 
show an example of goodness, to do his 
utmost to preserve honor, never letting dis- 
honor touch himself or the lady he loved. 

If the fiction of chivaliy molded outward 
behavior to some extent, it did not, any more 
than other models that man has made for 
himself, transform human nature. Yet, if the 
code was but a veneer over violence, greed, 
and sensuality, it was nevertheless an ideal, as 
Christianity was an ideal, toward which man’s 
reach, as usual, exceeded his grasp. 
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time period, you are going to create your own. Please follow these steps to complete 
this-t^sk. 

Remember,- that the-medlevaLlmigbt^prQijd-Qt his her itage, his skill, and his dfivntlQ n to 
duty, displayed his personal heraldic shield, a colorful coat of arms. This carefully 
constructe d design imm ediately in dicatad to any observfir thnss fi lfiments of his life 
that wer most important to him. 

In class, you, will trace y ourself and create a visual t hat accurately depints wh p ynii 
are and how you want to be viewed by others. To do this, make sure that the clothing 
yOLLdraW-foi yourself and th e objects and backgroun d all contribute to the pe r sona of 
who you are and how you want to be presented to others. 

2^ We will spiend time. discussing- these visualSL and the purpose of ecoaLoi arms in 
class. 

3- To create your coat-of arms, you may use poster board, ninth material, car d heard 
hand drawn artwork, computer generated artwork, or cut - outs from magazines. 

Please makethecoat ol arms AT LEASLllX-tZ in size and divide it into three 
categories. Your coat of arms should reflect the following criteria: 

- three words that d escribe yniir person al character 

- your accomplishments/achievements 
-future goaL or dream 
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YcuxaratacompietathafQJlawing..assignmeiiLta gQ along with the moide^ Ladytiawke. 

1. Divide a large piece of poster board into five sections, (six if you want the visual to 
be-aseparala section^ fivait thaviauaLwilL b.a a_backgrouncL picture aver w hich you will 
be writing the information for the five sections) 

ZFor thafirsL section^ summariza thp mnvip’ .Q plot 

3. For the second section, identify the main characters by creating a five line diamond 
paem (. simply center tha lines, it cr eating this on a.CQmputer) 

- the first line includes the character’s name 

- the second line includas-an-eventor action- associated- with-toa charapter 

- the third line tells when the action or event from line two occurred 
'^the fourth- line tells- where thaaction-or event frorn- line tweoccurred 
-the fifth line explains why the action or event from line two occurred 

Examples: 

Demeter 

weeps for her child 
during the, dark ot winter 
in lonely Olympus 
wailingfor spring.to, return 

Brutus 

killed hia best friend 
on the Ides of March 
by tha statue ol Pom pey 
for honor’s sake 



4.. For the third, fourth,, and fifth sections,, define onacategory of amedievaL romance 
found in the movie and explain this category fully with examples from the movie. Be 
sura to tilla each section. (. Lova is. supreme, chivalry, evidence, of hierarchy ^ aimless 
adventure and wandering, etc.) 

5., The poster must he colorful, attractive, neat, and have a visual - either handdraii(i/n, 
acutout from amagazine or computer generated artwork. 



Mixed Message 

Unsciiimble these v\ ords Irom Ajlluiriaji legend. Wlien you ;ue done, take ;dl of the numbered letleis, luid 
aiTange tlieni in the ordei- of the numbers. Those words will spell the answer to this riddle; \Mien King AiHuir 
subdues the SaxoJis, what does he avoid? 

1 . LOMEC.AT 1 

2.Nt;VERIGUF. 2 



3. MRODDEl^ 

4. UNDORDLFAT (2 words) 

_ 4 



■S. CRADLEXn; 5 

6. IRS COLIJIT.AN (2 words) 



6 



7.0V.AKAN 7 



8. NOGRAD 8 



9.NfllT:RN 9 



lO.VAUCERP 1^ 

1 1 . ELIRTI I PENDRAGON (2 words) 

Z Z Z Z Z _ 11 



{2. YOL1IG1RLA (2 words) 
12 ~ 



ETRSmADAGAL (2 words) 

13 



14. ENGER TIGNiai (2 words) 



___14 

15. ISRWAGANI (2 words) 
15 



A_1__2__3._ 4 5 6 78910j_112 13 _14 _15 



Answer 
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BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



c/o/ y/ 



V., wol. ult v,iuci uciuw 10 iiguie oul wiucii Kiuglit IS m danger. 




1 . Sir Galaliad is sitting in between Sir Lancelot and King Aithui' 

2 . The Black Knight is two places to the right of King Aitliur 

3 . Sir Lancelot is directly across from Sir Kay. 

4. The poisoned cup is two places to tlie left of Sir Gawain. 

Can you figiu e out who has the poisoned grog? 



Answer 



iqonr^ ‘uig.wcq jig ‘jopaireq .iig ‘p^'-PPO PS '-nup-iy §WDI -PS 

:.rap.io snji ui oumis arc siqoixi^ aqi ‘AEyy .ng uio.ij 3si.w>ioo[3 

00.10 paiiosiod aqi sxjq ab>i aig 



:ja.wsuv 
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King Arthur Vocab List 

1 .The following words are found in the reading selections of the King Arthur story. 
2-Piease l oo k up each word, and find- its. part of speech and definition. 

3. Create vocab cards on 3 x 5 index cards. On one side of the card write the vocab 
wordwitb Us. pacLoi speech aod-defirutioTL On the other side of the cardwrUe the vocab 
word and create a visual sketch/ clue to help you remember the vocab word’s 
meaning. 

4. When we g,o to the Readrng.Lab, you are to create a crossword puzzfeon the 
macintosh using these words in sentences and with definitions for the clues to the 
puzzle. Later this week in class, you will be given someone else’s crossword to take 
as a vocab quiz. 

1. cessation 

2. errant 

3. encharrtress 

4. deft 

5. foe 

6. dissuade 

7. recoil 

8. infidel 

9l scrupulous 
10. largesse 
tt.fractriqide 
12. succor 
13-^ slay 
14. chivalry 
t5. sorceress 
16. suitor 
t7. formidalple 

18. paramor 

19. languish 

20. fidelity 



Programs Used: 

1. Crossword Creator, version. 2,0, © t994 Cent rpn <^oftw a re. Inc. 

2, Wordsearch Creator, @ 1993, CerUron Software, Inc. 
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